in the City of Durango
Every year, households, businesses and
institutions in the U.S. generate over 250 million
tons of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW.) Almost
30% of this total is made up of food and yard
trimmings (EPA, 2014) which could instead be
composted. However, over 76% of food waste and
31% of yard trimmings currently end up in landfill
where they break down slowly emitting methane, a
powerful greenhouse gas.
Composting is an easy way to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from waste sent to landfill and can
also improve soil heath and reduce water use.

Total U.S. MSW* Generation By Material
258 Million Tons (EPA, 2014)

* everything sent to
landfill by households,
businesses and institutions!

Home Composting
Home composting containers and heaps are allowed within the City of Durango
according to Land Use and Development Code Section 3-5-1-4 C. All containers
and heaps must be maintained in a manner that protects adjacent properties from
adverse impacts such as odors, runooff and the attraction of rodents, bears and
other wildlife.

Composting in Bear Country
Maintaining healthy compost is critical to ensure that your container or heap does not become an
attractant for bears and other wildlife. Be particularly careful Apr-Nov when bears are most active.
Go Big on Brown: aim for equal proportions of brown and green materials.
Add brown materials such as leaves, sawdust, unbleached paper towels and dried grass clippings
with every addition of kitchen scraps. Collect leaves in the fall to add throughout the year.
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Add Oxygen: aerate your compost frequentty to avoid an anaerobic, smelly compost bin. Poke

holes to the bottom of your compose with a strong straight stick at least every couple of months
and top off with more brown materials.

Bury Fruit: bury fruit or other odorous green material deep in your compost container.

Do not place meat or dairy in an outdoor compost container during bear season (Apr - Nov)
and never place meat or dairy in an outdoor compost pile.

Curbside organic waste collection is available through Table to Farm Compost inside Durango City
Limits and in Durango West 2 - visit www.tabletofarmcompost.com for more information.
For more information on how to compost at home go to www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home

