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IN MULTIMODAL NEWS

THE FINAL PLAN IS HERE!
The final version of the Multimodal Transportation Plan is here! Thank you for participating in
the 2016 Multimodal Transportation Plan update process. Without YOU, this would not have
been possible!
The plan prioritizes over 450 projects to improve walking, biking, transit and
parking facilities in Durango, a total of over $160 million worth of projects. The
prioritized projects include all recommended projects from the 2016 ADA Transition Plan for
Transit.
There were 13 public meetings held specifically for the plan update, as a part of 26 total
2016 public meetings, with over 800 total attendees. The City received over 450 comments,
plus 159 responses to a Virtual City Hall survey.
The plan was adopted by City Council on Tuesday, March 7. The Plan update provides a
guiding, living document for prioritizing multimodal transportation projects and information for
educational materials.
You can see the plan here.

COMPLETE STREETS ARE FOR EVERYONE
If a typical street is not complete, what does make it a Complete Street?
Complete Streets, as defined by Smart Growth America, are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users, including
pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities. Complete Streets make it easier to cross the street, walk
to shops and bicycle to work. They allow buses to run on time and make it safer for people to walk to and from transit stations.

Complete Streets rendering for Las Tunas Drive in Temple City, CA.

Creating Complete Streets means transportation agencies must change their approach to roadway design. By adopting a Complete
Streets policy, as within City of Durango's Land Use and Development Code communities direct their transportation planners and
engineers to routinely design and operate the entire right-of-way to enable safe access for all users, regardless of age, ability, or mode
of transportation. This means that every transportation project will make the street network better and safer for pedestrians, bicyclists,
drivers and transit users - making Durango a better place to live.
A Complete Street is a traffic calming feature. The design elements of a Complete Street, such as road diets, neighborhood
traffic circles, roundabouts and protected bike lanes, may be introduced one at a time to make spot improvements street-by-street, or
they may be implemented on an area-wide basis, with multiple streets treated at the same time with suitable traffic calming
treatments. However, spot treatments are not as effective as area-wide improvements, according to the Institute of Transportation
Engineers (ITE) Traffic Engineering Handbook, because they tend to simply shift traffic problems from one neighborhood street to
another (2009, p.534).
The City of Durango is investigating the implementation of traffic calming features in order to provide a safer environment for all users
by enhancing drivers' ability to see, increasing the available time needed to react, diminishing severity of crashes and reducing
incidence of drivers overtaking cyclists. If it is determined that traffic calming features are appropriate as a multimodal transportation
enhancement, the City will host public processes to determine where and how they can be implemented.
Traffic calming features can have the following benefits:
Reduced motor vehicle speed.
Decrease the likelihood that crashes will occur, by increasing drivers' response time and minimizing motor vehicles overtaking
movements.
Decrease likelihood of an injury resulting from a crash.
Improve bicyclist level of comfort and benefit pedestrians and residents by reducing traffic speeds along the corridor.
Establish and reinforce bicycle priority on roadways.
Provide opportunities for landscaping and other community features such as benches, message boards, and colored
pavement at an intersection, benefiting all roadway users and residents.
The final Multimodal Transportation Plan and all associated projects adhere to the City's Land Use and
Development Code (LUDC), in particular all Complete Streets Policy from Chapter 4: Site Design and NaturalResource Stewardship.
An example of an implemented Complete Street in Durango is Florida Road, which features bike lanes, reduced travel lanes, a
shared-use path and a neighborhood roundabout.
The City is currently in the process of implementing several Complete Street projects which include the following:
Needham Connect II Complete Street. This Safe Routes to School project includes design and engineering for Columbine
Drive as a Complete Street from Cottonwood Drive to Clovis Drive, including sidewalks and bicycle facilities. Beginning in
2017, design and engineering will be underway for the Needham Connect II project, which was awarded a $506,140 Safe
Routes to School grant and a $690,240 Transportation Alternatives Program grant. The local match is secured with 2015 halfcent sales and use tax funds. Design and engineering is expected to be completed by December 2017, construction to be
completed by December 2018.
College Drive and 8th Avenue Traffic Calming. This Complete Streets project includes the design and engineering of a
road diet (reconfigure 4 traffic lanes to 3 lanes) for College Drive from East 2nd Avenue to East 8th Avenue and for East 8th
Avenue from Santa Rita Drive to 8th Street. Protected bike lanes are being considered as a part of this project.
25th and Junction Street Connect Re-striping and Signage. The 25th and Junction Street roadway from West 2nd
Avenue to the City limits will be re-striped with bike lanes and a lane reconfiguration in 2017 and 2018. The first phase in
2017 will repave and re-stripe Junction Street from Virginia Street to the City limits. The next phase in 2018 will include the
installation of a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) at West 2nd Avenue for a safer pedestrian crossing.

Example of a Complete Street from a rendering in the AARP Bulletin.

JOIN US! UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS FOR MULTIMODAL PROJECTS
We invite you to the following public forums to review design plans and provide comments.
Junction Connect Project: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at Miller Middle School Library, 2608 Junction St.
Needham Connect II Project: Thursday, May 11, 2017 from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at Needham Elementary School Multipurpose Rooom,
2425 W 3rd Ave.
For more information, please call 970-375-4955 or visit www.durangogov.org/multimodal.

CDOT UPDATE: US 160/550 CONCRETE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
Construction has begun on US 160/550, including all of Camino del Rio and North Main Ave!
PROJECT OVERVIEW
Concrete rehabilitation (preventative maintenance) will occur on US
160 west from the Tech Center Drive to the junction with US50 (at
the Double Tree Hotel); and on US 550 (or Camino del Rio and
north Main Street) from the US 160 junction north to Animas View
Drive (3800 block). The work started on March 6 and is expected
to be completed before the end of May 2017.
PROJECT UPDATE
CDOT contractor, Acme Concrete Paving, began concrete
improvements through town, as planned, this past Monday, March
6. Work got off to a decent start, with damaged concrete panels
being removed and replaced between 15th Street and Animas
View Drive (at the 3800 block). Some of you experienced a cone
zone in front of your property for a day or two, as concrete was
removed and replaced, with new concrete taking up to 24 hours to
cure, or set up. We greatly appreciate your patience during that
time and will continue to be mindful of cone placement so as to
create the best possible (and safe) turning opportunities for those
accessing businesses.

The project limits lie between Tech Center Drive on US 160 west and
Animas View Drive on North Main Ave.

TRAVEL IMPACTS
You can expect to see more concrete panel replacement and repairs on Main, between 15th and the north end of the project again,
as well as at a few locations along Camino del Rio, between the Double Tree Hotel and 15th Street. Please drive slowly and note that,
through most work areas, there are two lanes of traffic - please use both lanes and drive with caution next to the cones and workers.
We expect the more mobile operation of concrete surface grinding (called "diamond grinding") will begin in April, and we will keep
you posted on where crews expect to be each week, to the best of our ability. But in summary, you can expect two lanes in each
directly open during the day and, when night work begins, one lane open in each direction. During the grinding operations, crews will
work in the outside lanes during the day and the inside lanes at night.
Thank you for your patience and safe driving during this project. Road work is certainly an inconvenience, but this preventative
maintenance project will provide new life for the driving surfacing through Durango, to the tune of 15 to 20 years.
CDOT CONTACT:
Nancy Shanks
Project Public Information Manager
Project Information Line: 970-903-5745
Email: dgoconcreteproject@gmail.com

WINTER BIKE TO WORK DAY 2017

Jeremy Thompson brought his dog along for the ride.

Around 150 people braved the cold for WB2WD 2017.

Thanks to all who participated in the 7th Annual Winter Bike to Work
Day on February 24!
The chilly 17 degree morning did not seem to phase the 150
bicyclists who stopped by the station in front of Studio & to enjoy
coffee and hot chocolate from Carver Brewing Company, breakfast
snacks from bread and lots of raffle prizes!
Thanks to San Juan Cycles for offering free micro-tunes and
to Trails 2000 for joining in the fun!
For more photos, visit Get Around Durango's Facebook album.
Check out the Durango Herald's video here!

San Juan Cycles offered free bicycle micro-tunes at WB2WD

BUSINESS COMMUTER CHALLENGE WINNERS
Congratulations to the 2017 winners of the Winter Business Commuter Challenge -- Russell Planning and Engineering! They
competed against other local businesses in town by walking, biking, riding the bus or carpooling the most during the week leading up
to Winter Bike to Work Day.

This year's competition was fierce, with StoneAge Waterblast Tools and SME Environmental coming in at close 2nd and 3rd
places, respectively. Winners are found by finding the average of each organization's participation percentage and actual point
percentage.
The top five 2017 Business Commuter Challenge winners are:

Business

Total %

Russell Planning & Engineering

77.5%

Stone Age

76.0%

SME

63.0%

Xergy Consulting

55.5%

Maria's Bookshop

54.0%

Staff from Russell Planning & Engineering show off the hardearned Snowflake Trophy

MARCH
COMMUTER OF THE MONTH
Bradley Jones rides Durango Transit to D&SNGRR, where he works
in coach maintenance. Sometimes on the weekends he catches the
Road Runner Stage Coach at the Transit Center to visit friends and ski
in Telluride.
Bradley says: "I'm very thankful for the buses here in Durango.
Durango Transit gets me anywhere I need to go around town and I can
transfer to the Road Runner to get to Telluride and Grand Junction. This
spring I'm riding the Road Runner to the Amtrak train in Grand
Junction and I'm going to California! It's easy to ride the bus. Buy a
pass and go for it!"
If you or someone you know would make a great Commuter of the
Month, please email your nomination to
GetAroundDurango@durangogov.org.

IN TRANSIT NEWS

UPCOMING FREE TRANSIT DAYS
On Free Transit Days, ride Durango Transit for FREE all day long thanks to our sponsors!
Monday, March 13
San Juan Basin Public Health
Tuesday, March 28
Methodist Thrift Store

See the Rider's Guide here!
________________________________________________________________
Free Transit Day Sponsorship provides an excellent opportunity for your business to give back
to the community.
By sponsoring a Free Transit Day, your business will provide fare-free transit service to the
public, which is also a great advertising tool for your business.
For information on sponsoring a Free Transit Day, call (970) 375-4945 or click here.

IN PARKING NEWS

REMINDERS FROM YOUR FRIENDLY PARKING DIVISION
The City of Durango's Municipal Code provides for using parking boot immobilization when a person has
two or more tickets that are 30 or more days past due (Sec. 24-65).
If your vehicle is booted you can pay all citations owed by the owner of the booted vehicle between 7

AM and 5 PM Monday through Friday at the Transit Center cashier window.
If you are unable to pay your citations you can request a police summons to arrange payment with the
court.

Photo: Durango Herald,
6/15/14

IN SUSTAINABILITY NEWS

CITY OF DURANGO RECOGNIZED FOR SUSTAINABLE ELECTRONICS PURCHASING
The City of Durango has again been recognized for its outstanding achievements in
sustainable electronics purchasing with both the State Electronics Challenge Bronze
Award and Green Electronics Council EPEAT (Electronic Product Environmental
Assessment Tool) 1-star designation.
During 2016, the City exclusively purchased desktop, notebook and tablet computers
recognized under the EPEAT certification program. Requiring that purchased
electronics be agreed upon by diverse stakeholders to address the full product
lifecycle from design and use to disposal. EPEAT products require fewer resources in
their design and manufacture than some traditional electronics, are energy efficient
during their useful lives and easier to dispose of responsibly at the end of them.
In addition to purchasing environmentally preferable products, the City of Durango has
enable 'power down' and 'sleep' functions on the majority of devices and sent 100% of
electronics taken out of service in 2016 for recycling through a third party certified
recycler.
These practices not only reduce the environmental footprint associated with the City's
electronics needs but also result in financial savings as products last longer and use less energy.

WHAT WE ARE READING

City of Durango Transportation and Sustainability Annual Report 2016
Each year the City of Durango publishes a Report to the Citizens - giving the people who live and work in Durango an overview of
what the City has accomplished over the last year, describing challenges and setting intentions for the year ahead. The Department of
Transportation and Sustainability decided to publish a supplemental departmental report, giving us a chance to shout about our
achievements as well as acknowledge the challenges we have faced, and giving you the opportunity to learn more about what goes
on in our department. Read more.

A 'bicycle-friendly driver' class changes hearts and minds in Colorado
A lot of energy gets used up on safety education in the bike advocacy world. And most of it is focused on the wrong people. Read
more.

Understanding the basics behind transportation choices
When it comes to transportation choices, people generally do what is best for themselves. Read more.

The scientific case for biking to work shows it's the best way to commute
I have friends who bike to work every day, rain or shine - something which is, uh, not for me. But according to a new study, it may be
time I reconsider my stance. Read more.

Transportation connectivty as a tool for public health in rural communities
Access is an important factor in community health, and a well-connected transportation network plays a vital role in enabling that.
Read more.

Public transit helps communities thrive
Public transportation makes traveling safer by reducing injuries from accidents, ultimately saving lives. Read more.

Americans support increasing funding for sidewalks, bike lanes and paths
As bicycling grows in popularity and more and more Americans want to live in walkable communities, a new survey finds that the
majority of Americans support increasing federal funding for biking and walking. Read more.

The Swedish-inspired way American cities are trying to end pedestrian deaths
As dozens of cities try to emulate Sweden's success, they're learning what works and what doesn't. Read more.Read more.

STAY CONNECTED
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!
NEW! Sign up for City Currents

