April 2017
IN MULTIMODAL NEWS

CITY OF DURANGO RECEIVES ANONYMOUS DONATION FOR ANNUAL
TRANSIT PASSES FOR VETERANS
The City of Durango has received an anonymous donation to sponsor annual Durango
Transit passes for Durango and La Plata County Veterans. The City would like to
express sincere gratitude to the donor for this generous donation.
The donated passes will allow Veterans residing in Durango or La Plata County to
access Durango Transit services free of charge for an entire year. Veterans who wish to
redeem a free pass may bring photo identification and Veteran identification to the
Transit Center, 250 W. 8th Street, Monday through Friday 7 AM-5 PM.
For more information, please call (970) 259-5438.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: JUNCTION CONNECT PROJECT
Junction Street scheduled to get fresh paint and bike lanes from West 2nd Avenue to the City limits
The Junction Connect Project was identified as a high priority, Tier 1 project
in the City's Multimodal Transportation Plan to increase safety and improve
connections along Junction Street. The proposed improvements from the plan call
for a
Complete Streets cross section with bike lanes, which we are excited to share
will be implemented this year. Bike lanes are one element of a Complete Street
that can reduce motor vehicle speeds, decrease the likelihood of an injury
resulting from a crash, and improve bicyclist level of comfort by establishing
bicycle priority in the roadways.
Future phases of this project will include the prioritization of ADA-compliant
sidewalk and curb ramp improvements to fully incorporate all road users pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.
Around thirty residents and neighbors from the Junction
Street neighborhood offered input about the project
during a public meeting on April 11.

The first phase in 2017 will:
repave Junction Street from Virginia Street to the City limits;
reconfigure lanes to calm traffic;
remove on-street parking to allow for the addition of bike lanes from West 2nd Avenue to the City limits;
re-stripe the travel lanes along 25th/Junction Street from West 2nd Avenue to the City limits;
and install a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) at 25th Street and West 2nd Avenue for a safer pedestrian crossing.

View design plans here.
A public meeting was held last Tuesday, April 11, 2017 from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at Miller Middle School Library, 2608 Junction St.
During the meeting, residents and neighbors had the opportunity to offer public input.
For more information, please call 970-375-4949 or visit www.durangogov.org/junctionconnect.

CDOT CONSTRUCTION UPDATE: ADA RAMPS ADDED TO US 160/550
CONCRETE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT),
the City of Durango and contractor, Acme Concrete
Paving of Spokane, WA, started work this week
adding ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act)
compliant curb ramps at key intersections along
north Main Ave. The work is being included with the
concrete improvement project currently underway for
US Highways (US) 160 and 550. Work to add ADA
ramps will focus on the following locations:
21st Street - all four corners
26th Street - northwest (NW) corner only
29th Street - SW, SE and NE corners only
30th Street - NW, SW, SE corners only
31st Street - all four corners
"Through our partnership with CDOT, their
engineering team designed the work and we had
advertised the ramp project to contractors last fall
and earlier this spring; unfortunately, we received no successful bids," said City of Durango Assistant City Manager Amber Blake.
"We intended to advertise the work again this fall, but the opportunity to partner with CDOT to get this important work included in their
current concrete project presented itself. This partnership allows us to save taxpayer dollars through partnership cost savings, as well
as get this crucial accessibility project implemented in a timely manner. Moreover, by combining the projects we're limiting the
impacts to one project rather than two."
Concrete panel removal and replacement at 15th Street Image:CDOT

The majority of the funding for the ADA ramp work will be through a $200,000 Federal Highway Administration TAP (Transportation
Alternatives Program) grant and the city's match of $89,000. Both the city and CDOT will benefit from cost sharing of some overhead
services.
This ADA ramp work at the five identified intersections will be the first construction
project resulting from the continued partnership between the city and CDOT to
construct additional ADA ramps at more intersections along north Main Ave. The
partnership began two years ago as a collaborative effort to complete preliminary
design tasks. CDOT is currently working on design of the second construction project,
which will install 30 additional ramps on north Main Ave. This future project is planned
for construction in 2018.
TRAVEL IMPACTS IN APRIL: Currently, 24/7, through mid-April, the Main Ave.
bridge over Junction Creek, just south of the high school, remains reduced to a single
travel lane in each direction as crews make repairs (expect northbound side to open
back up early this week, which will open the south entrance to the high school back
up). Other work this week concentrates on Camino del Rio between 14th and the
Double Tree, on US 160 west and on the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) curb
ramps at 30th and 31st streets. Please do not make turn movements through cone
zones. If access is temporarily altered (most work zones are set up for only a half day,
some full days for concrete curing), please find a safe way to reroute to your desired
destination.
Again, thank you for your patience and safe driving,
The CDOT Public Information Team
CDOT CONTACT:
Nancy Shanks
Project Public Information Manager
Project Information Line: 970-903-5745
Email: dgoconcreteproject@gmail.com

Please use both lanes.

NARROW GAUGE AVENUE SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
The City of Durango is relocating the parking meters along Narrow Gauge Avenue to
allow for an accessible sidewalk. The City has partnered with Durango & Silverton
Narrow Gauge Railroad (D&SNGRR) and BP America - Lower 48 (BP) to construct a
fence using recycled materials along the back of the sidewalk the length of Narrow
Gauge Avenue.
Both D&SNGRR and BP will be donating materials for the project. Retired train track
will be used for the fence posts and retired drill pipe will be used for the railings of the
fence. Moving the meters to the back of the sidewalk will allow for an accessible
sidewalk as identified in the Multimodal Transportation Plan as a high priority project to
improve safety, usability and ADA access.
There will be periodic closures block by block of the parking along Narrow Gauge
Avenue to allow for construction work and equipment. We do not expect closure more
than 2 blocks at any one time.
The project is slated to start the week of April 10 and completion is expected
the week of May 8. Businesses and residents along Narrow Gauge Avenue should
see no impact to their private access. Trash and recycling service will remain on its
standard schedule. The project will generally move from south to north.
For more information about this project or other parking issues, please contact the
Parking Office at (970) 375-4960 or email parking@durangogov.org.

A project to improve the sidewalk along Narrow
Gauge Avenue begins the week of April 10.

CHANGES IN CITY OF DURANGO ORGANIZATION

The City of Durango recently reorganized, affecting
the Department of Transportation and Sustainability.
Amber Blake, previously the Director of the
Transportation and Sustainability Department, is
now serving as Assistant City manager overseeing
911 Communications, the Airport, Human
Resources, Administrative Services and Special
Projects that will include multimodal infrastructure
and other transportation projects.
The Parking Division will now be under Assistant
City Manager Kevin Hall (previously the Director of
Community Development).

The Transit Division will now be under the City
Operations Department and Director Levi Lloyd.
Mary Beth Miles is now the Chief Strategy and
Innovation Officer, overseeing sustainability, multimodal and mobility efforts in addition to other special projects.
Jennifer Hill is serving as the Multimodal Coordinator, working primarily on implementing the City's Multimodal Transportation Plan,
and bicycle and pedestrian projects and programs.
Sarah Dodson is serving as the Mobility Coordinator, administering public transit-related mobility program and projects, ensuring
compliance with Federal Transit Administration, and coordinating transportation options in the community.
Imogen Ainsworth is the Sustainability Coordinator, working to implement the Municipal Sustainability Action Plan, administer
community-wide sustainability reporting and programs, and organizes recycling and general sustainability marketing efforts and
events.

APRIL COMMUTER OF THE MONTH
Nora Stafford is April's Commuter of the Month.
Nora says: Riding my bike is my Zen time! It's my nature fix. Why would I get in my
car when I can see birds and tulips and new buds on the trees on my way to work?
When I get to work, my head is right and I'm ready to take on the day!
I started riding my bike to be an example to kids. If every person does their part, we
can make a difference and contribute to solving the climate change issue.
The only downside to bike commuting is having a bad hard day from my helmet!
If you or someone you know would make a great Commuter of the Month, please
email your nomination to GetAroundDurango@durangogov.org.

JOIN US FOR UPCOMING WAY TO GO! TOGETHER BREAKFAST MEETING
The purpose of Way to Go! Together is to encourage mode shift away from single-occupant
vehicles, promote a healthy community in Durango and enhance workplace wellness.
Employers can play a significant role in commuter behavior change and Way to Go! Together
is the perfect tool to help employer incentivize sustainable transportation options in their
organizations.
Join us for an opportunity to network with other organizations and learn how to improve your
commuter program at work!
WHAT: Way to Go! Together Quarterly Breakfast Meeting
WHEN: Friday, April 28 from 8:45-9:45 AM
WHERE: First National Bank Community Room, 259 W 9th Street
TOPIC: Give Me A (Tax) Break: Implementing Commuter Tax Benefits in Your Workplace
We will discuss:
Transportation fringe benefits that allow employers to reimburse employees for commuting
expenses
Employer transportation tax benefits
Evaluating active transportation benefits and costs
For more information, click here or call Jennifer at (970) 375-4955.
Russell Planning & Engineering cares
about how they get to work!

IN TRANSIT NEWS

UPCOMING FREE TRANSIT DAYS

On Free Transit Days, ride Durango Transit for FREE all day long thanks to
our sponsors!
Tuesday, April 11
San Juan Basin Public Health Women's Wellness Connection
Tuesday, April 25
United Methodist Thrift Store

See the Rider's Guide here!
________________________________________________________________
Free Transit Day Sponsorship provides an excellent opportunity for your business to give back to the community.
By sponsoring a Free Transit Day, your business will provide fare-free transit service to the public, which is also a great advertising
tool for your business.
For information on sponsoring a Free Transit Day, call (970) 375-4945 or click here.

IN PARKING NEWS

REMINDERS FROM YOUR FRIENDLY PARKING DIVISION
The most common complaints we hear in Parking are that the person who received a
ticket was "only two minutes late" or "the meter could not have been expired for more
than two minutes." Sometimes we even hear something like: "The parking officer must
have been waiting for my meter to expire."
The truth is that every officer is trained to walk past any meter that is not flashing
"EXPIRED." If there is any time at all on the meter, they are taught to keep going on
their way.
When a parking officer comes upon a meter that is flashing "EXPIRED," they are to
look around to see if there is a person running toward the vehicle ready to leave or pay.
If they see no one approaching, they begin the process of filling out the citation on their
handheld equipment.
That process involves a walk around of the vehicle to see if the registration is current
and photographing the plate to ensure accuracy. The officer will see if there is an
animal or person in the vehicle who may need assistance. They will look for Handicap Parking Placards -- which may have fallen
from the rear view mirror -- or any other designation that this vehicle may be exempt from receiving a parking ticket.
Next, the officer will go back to the meter and take a picture of the expired meter with the vehicle to show that the meter is expired.
From start to finish, this takes a minimum of a couple minutes, usually 2-3 minutes. If a driver walks up while they are typing in the
information and before the citation has been printed, the officer automatically stops the citation and records an interruption. They will
ask the driver to put a little more money in the meter next time. Last year the Parking Division had over 3000 interruptions.
As you can see, it is almost impossible to get a ticket when you are only 2 minutes past the purchased meter time. If you are running
tight on your meter schedule, please put another quarter in the meter. It may save you a $25 ticket!
For any meter questions or to report a misbehaving meter, please call (970) 375-4960.

IN SUSTAINABILITY NEWS

CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2017
On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans took to the streets as well as parks and
auditoriums around the nation to take a stand for a healthy, sustainable environment.
That day is seen by many as a political turning point, activating bipartisan spirit that
motivated the passing of the Clean Air, Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts.
Since then, April 22 has been recognized as a day on which to celebrate our Earth
and take action to protect it for our own benefit and the benefit of future generations.
Earth Day also acts as a reminder of what can be achieved when people come
together for what they believe in.
As Earth Day approaches its fiftieth year, the need for collective action on climate

change and other environmental issues has never been greater. It is only by
understanding the challenges we face that we can begin to address them head on.
That is why the theme for this year's celebration is Environmental and Climate Literacy
with the aim to build a global citizenry fluent in the concepts of climate change by
2020.
There are many ways you can recognize and celebrate Earth Day this April 22,
whether that is by attending a local event such as the 5k run, kayak race and festival hosted by Durango Nature Studies,
committing to commute sustainably for the week leading up to the event or simply by having a conversation about environmental
protection and climate change with your family and friends.

WHAT WE ARE READING

Big in Bolivia: Zebras in the Streets
Zebras are running rampant through the streets of La Paz, Bolivian, where they can be seen hanging out in groups, interacting with
drivers, and even directing traffic. Read More.

Untangling the jumbled path towards the ultimate connected city
Smartphone owners feel connected much of the time, for better or worse. Bust shouldn't that be the goal for physical movement as
well, to be literally that connected - with a transportation system that could take one anywhere at any time? Read more.

How often is that bike lane blocked? A crowdsourced tool takes a look
It's a common conversation topic among bike commuters: drivers block bike lanes all to often, and cities rarely seem responsive
about it. Read more.

Transit-Walkability Collaborative established
The Transit-Walkability Collaborative notes that integrating walkability and public transit helps to create safe, affordable and enjoyable
neighborhoods, whose residents complete their daily activities while owning fewer vehicles and driving less often. Read more.

To the Rockies and back without a car
It started innocently enough: my teenage son begged for a ski trip to the Colorado mountains. Read more.
ad more.

STAY CONNECTED
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter!
NEW! Sign up for City Currents

