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Needham Connect Project: Construction Update
The City of Durango recently advertised for construction
proposals for the Safe Routes to School Needham Connect
Phase 2 Project. After completing design and engineering
and meeting the many requirements tied to the federal
funding of this project, the City is in the process of reviewing
bids. Construction of the project was originally scheduled to
begin this May. However, based on the bids received,
construction is now anticipated to begin in April 2020.
The pre-construction neighborhood meeting previously
scheduled for Monday, May 6, 2019 will be rescheduled
to a date closer to the start of construction.
This project will improve the infrastructure along Columbine
Drive from Cottonwood Drive to Clovis Drive, and increase the
safety of Needham Elementary students by installing new
sidewalks, calming traffic, and improving bicycle facilities.
Needham Connect Phase 2 will install
new sidewalks, calm traffic, and improve
bike facilities along Columbine Drive.

The Needham Connect project was identified in the City's
Multimodal Transportation Plan as a high priority project. It is
funded in part through a Transportation Alternatives Program
grant of $552,192, and a Safe Routes to School grant of $350,000. The local match of $1,297,808
is provided by the 2015 Sales and Use Tax Fund. The total construction cost is $2.2 million.
More information about the project can be found at durangogov.org/needhamconnect.

Downtown bike corrals are open for business
In an effort to improve pedestrian and bicycle
access in the Central Business District, the
City of Durango worked with local business
partners to implement an on-street bike
corral program in 2010.
Since then, the bike corral program has
grown to include 10 different locations at
participating businesses. These businesses
generously support the program by offering
up a prime parking space from April 15November 15 each year, and they financially
support the cost of lost meter revenue and

other capital expenses.
Studies have shown that providing bike
parking can bring in up to five times the
revenue of car parking! For each vehicle, bike
parking takes up ten times less space than
car parking and the cost is from 30-300
times less (check our source here). Now
you can park your bike in a corral on every
Main Avenue block between 7th Street and
11th Street!
Be sure to shop at these local Durango
businesses and thank them for making
downtown Durango a safe, fun, and bikable
place!

Bike corral outside Maria's Bookshop

Gazpacho's New Mexican Cooking y Cantina

Maria's Bookshop

Hermosa Roasters

Cream Bean Berry

Fired Up Pizzeria

Carver Brewing Company

Mountain Bike Specialist and El Moro

Steamworks Brewing

11th Street Station (corral coming soon!)

Pine Needle Dry Goods (corral coming soon!)

Durango Farmers Market returns May 11
The Durango Farmers Market
returns Saturday, May 11. The
Farmer's Market will be open
Saturdays from 8 am - noon in the
TBK Bank parking lot (formerly
First National Bank).
Parking in the Transit Center lot is
free on Saturdays. Bathrooms in
the Transit Center lobby are
available for public use during
Farmers Market hours. Please
avoid parking in the Post Office
parking lot.
New this year: Ride Durango Transit to the Farmers Market to earn prizes! Earn one punch each
Saturday you ride Durango Transit. Drawings will be held twice during the season, on June 22 and
October 26. You must have at least four punches to be eligible to win.
Prizes will include Market Bucks, Osprey packs, Hydroflasks, Go Green Lunchboxes, Transit
passes, and more! You can pick up your punch cards at the Durango Farmers Market information
booth, the City of Durango booth, the Durango Transit Center, or from your Durango Transit driver.
Find Transit route and fare information here. For more information, call (970) 375-4901.

Tired of searching for meter change? Try this!
If you are tired of digging around for meter change,
the City of Durango has a solution for you! The City
offers a parking GEM card that works in every City
parking meter in the Central Business District. GEM
cards can be purchased for only $10 and loaded with
as much meter money as you need. If you are the
proud owner of a 2019 Locals First Coupon Book,
look for our coupon on page 95!
Stop by the Transit Center at 250 W. 8th Street to
trade in your roll of quarters for the convenient GEM
card.
If you have any questions about GEM cards, this tutorial shows you how to navigate the credit
card and GEM card meters in downtown Durango. For more information, call (970) 375-4960.

Meet our Board
Liane Jollon, Vice Chair
Liane Jollon serves as the Board Vice
Chair of the Multimodal Advisory Board
(MAB). As the Executive Director of San
Juan Basin Public Health, Liane
represents the public health community.
Liane says: "I joined MAB to bring a
public health perspective to Durango's
local planning and investments in
transportation. Improving access to
healthful transportation and recreational
opportunities improves both our
community health and environmental health.

Multim odal Advisory Board Vice Chair Liane
Jollon.

MAB works to make the healthy choice the easy choice -- so together we can increase our
physical activity, reduce our rates of chronic disease, improve our air quality, lessen our
exposure to harmful toxins and even improve our social connectedness! Multimodal
transportation is health."
Multimodal Advisory Board meetings are open to the public. They are held the third
Wednesday of each month at 4 PM in the City Manager's Conference Room at City Hall.

Commuter of the
Month
Lisa Brown is a Senior at FLC. She
makes a point to ride Durango
Transit to campus at least twice a
week to save gas money.
Lisa says: "I don't know of another
transit agency that makes the same
effort to help people get where they
are going. Durango Transit is very
customer-oriented and people-

focused. I encourage FLC students
to take advantage of the transit pass
included in tuition. It is especially
important for multicultural students to
get out, ride around, and be a part of
the community that we are in for the
next few years. Transit is not just for
people without cars -- it's for
everyone."
To nominate someone you know
for Commuter of the Month,
please email your nomination
to multimodal@durangogov.org.

STAY CONNECTED:

